of hypertension and thrombosis to identify new therapeutic agents. It has been comparatively difficult to ascertain the role of atherosclerosis in coronary heart disease, but it is to be hoped that progress will be accelerated by the development of new genetic models (Watanabe 1980) and by the same commitment to noninvasive monitoring techniques that has revolutionized other areas of cardiology. ROBIN As I write this my second message to Fellows and members for 1985, the great day has come at last and we have moved into our magnificent new building, the completion of which has been so long awaited. Frankly, I find it breathtaking. The facilities it provides for social, scientific and professional activities are quite outstanding and the quality of the rooms and furnishings in the new Domus Medica is far superior to that in many London hotels and certainly better than that which most London clubs can provide. The entrance hall, adorned by large numbers of portraits which the Society has owned for some years and which are now hung to their best advantage, is splendid, as is the conservatory, while the Merck Sharp & Dohme Room, the buttery and the restaurant are also exceptional and will offer Fellows the opportunity of having meals in delightful and congenial surroundings. I have no doubt that, with the quality of the new kitchens and other associated facilities, Mr Bowen and his staff will provide meals to match the beauty of the surroundings in which they will be served. I hope that many Fellows and members will soon avail themselves of the opportunity of trying out what is new on offer in these splendid new surroundings. Of course, we must recognize that our move into the new building will be followed by a period of disruption while the Society's original house is being refurbished, but the start on site by the contractors took place as planned on 7 May and we are hopeful that the full programme will have been completed by the end of January 1986. Well before then we shall be thinking of a date in the spring or summer of 1986 for a formal opening, and I shall keep Fellows and members fully informed about our plans. I am glad to say that satisfactory arrangements have been made, so far as one can judge, for all the Society and Section meetings and associated social events which are due to take place within the next academic year, at least until Easter 1986. I hope that members will be so impressed by the quality of the new facilities that the Society can now provide that they will accept this period of temporary disruption, especially to Library services, in anticipation of the quite superb facilities we shall have by the middle of next year.
In my last column (May JRSM, p 415) I referred to the serious financial position in which the Society finds itself, having accumulated a substantial deficit over the two years 1982/83 and 1983/84. Council, on the advice of the Scientific and Executive Committee and the Honorary Officers, have taken action to try to improve the situation, but I fear a moderate increase in subscriptions is inevitable in the 1985/86 session, though I am satisfied that all Fellows and members who have an opportunity of using the facilities in the new building will feel that this is wholly justified. Similarly, I believe that Fellows will find the JRSM more attractive in the new format which will be adopted in 1986. Of course, we must above all continue our drive to recruit new Fellows and members; anything that members can continue to do in this regard would be most helpful. We are continuing with our efforts to recruit Fellows through approaches to. specialty societies Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 78 August 1985 691 in the United Kingdom and propose to extend our recruitment of Affiliates to several countries in Europe. Notably we-have had discussions with the Danish and Swedish Medical Societies who will shortly be circularizing all their members on our behalf. I have been surprised to learn that many general practitioners in the UK seem unaware of the fact that they would be welcome as Fellows of the Society and as members of its Section of General Practice. Access to the Library, the privilege of attending meetings and the JRSM all of course provide incentives to join but are now much enhanced by the splendid accommodation in the Domus Medica and the associated club facilities. I trust that many more members of the profession in all specialties and disciplines in the UK will now apply for Fellowship once they learn more about what the Society can now offer.
We are, of course, most grateful to Sir John Stallworthy and to Mr Richard Hewitt and all the members of their Appeal Committee for the sterling services they have given to the Society during the period of our major appeal for funds to cover the redevelopment costs. That appeal has now raised almost £2.5 million, but another £500 000 is required to reach the original target.
The remainder of the total sum of £4.2 million required to complete the entire redevelopment should be met from the sale of Chandos House. In this respect therefore we can have confidence in the future and, when Mr Hewitt retires from his two appointments as Secretary to the Appeal Committee and as Managing Director of RSM Services Ltd at the end of September 1985, he can do so in the sure knowledge that his achievements on behalf of the Society have been beyond praise. In acknowledgment of these services, the Honorary Fellowship of the Society will shortly be conferred upon him. We owe him a lasting debt of gratitude, as indeed we also do to Sir John Stallworthy who, after two terms of office as President, has given unstintingly of his services to the appeal. Mr Hewitt's responsibilities as Managing Director of RSM Services Ltd will be taken over by Mr Robert Thomson, the Executive Director, who in turn will pass on some of his responsibilities, particularly special responsibility for our recruitment programme, to the newly appointed Executive Assistant, Mr Keith Newton, who took up his appointment in June, having previously been an Executive Officer at the Medical Research Council. We wish Mr Newton well in this new appointment.
As the months go by a number of further Finally, may I say how much I am looking forward to working with those Honorary Officers who will continue to serve the Society in their present capacity in the coming year and with the new Honorary Officers, namely Dr Anthony Cullen as Honorary Secretary, Professor Ken Saunders as Honorary Librarian and Professor Paul Turner as Honorary Editor. In particular, I wish to give a very warm welcome to Sir Gordon Robson who, as President-elect, will join in our activities from July 1985 before he assumes the office of President in that month in 1986. His distinction in the field of anaesthesia will be known to all Fellows, as will be his manifold contributions to his profession. I have no doubt whatever that he will serve the Society well and that he will be an outstanding President, and I look forward to the privilege of working with him in the next year while he is President-elect.
